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"This Is all the more precious for an author working underground^
because he is compelled to work in an unusual state of isolation from Ms
readers. Every exchange of opinion^ every communication relating the
impression any of Ms articles of pamphlets "makes upon the various strata
of readers is of exceptional importance for us, and we shdi be very grateful
if we receive correspondence not only about affairs in the narrow sense of
the term, not only for publication^ but also such as will enable the author
to feel that he is not cut off from Ms readers/5*

Lenin lived in Munich for 18 months. This was the most fruitful period
of Ms literary activities during the "three years that Iskra was in existence.
Here he wrote most of his articles for Iskra^ and works such as "The Per-
secutors of the Zemstvo and the Harunbals of Liberalism/5 "The Agrarian
Problem and the 'Critics' of Marx3' and 4CTbe Agrarian Programme of the
Russian Social-Democrats"; and here he did a vast amount of work on the
programme of the Party and wrote the epoch-snaking book What Is To
Be Done?

It was in this period that Vladimir Ilyich began to sign some of his writings
as Lenin. Over this signature he published in Zarya in December 1901
the first part of his articlea "The Agrarian Problem and the 'Critics' of Mars/'
and his book3 What Is To Be Done ?9 which was published in the spring of
1902. The name Lenin became the standard around which rallied the
fighters for the emancipation of the whole of testing humanity.

At the beginning of 1902 both the German and the tsarist secret police
obtained dues of the whereabouts of Iskrtfs headquarters and it became
impossible to stay in Germany any longer. The question arose, however^
as to where Iskra should be transferred, Plekhanov and Axelrod were in
favour of Geneva; Lenin preferred London. Relations between the members
of the editorial board became more and more strained.

Practically all the time Lenin had to combat the opportunist waverings
of the other members of the board. He found himself in conflict with
Plekhanov at the time the board was still in process of formation. In the
summer of 1901 disagreements arose over Lenin's article,, "The Persecutors
of the Zemstvo and the Hannibals of Liberalism/* As was the case at their
first meeting in 18953 serious differences between Lenin and Plekhanov were
revealed on a fundamental question of tactics, namely, the attitude to be
adopted towards the Liberal bourgeoisie. In this article Lenin attacked the
Liberals very strongly and criticized their political flabbiness and cowardice.
Plekhanov, backed by the other members of the Emancipation of Labour
Group* was opposed to this method of handling the Liberals and urged that
they should not now be ccrabbed the wrong way." This article appeared in
Zarya in December 1901. In January 1902 stiH more serious disagreements
arose over the question of the Party programme, which Lenin was the first to
bring before the editorial board of Iskra. As early as July 1901 he had
written to Axelrod:

"We have received news from Russia to the effect that talk about a con-
gress has become more persistent. This compels us more than ever to think
about the progratpme. It is extremely necessary to publish a draft programme,
and this would be of enormous significance."**

Lenin began working on the Party programme when.' the League of
Struggle was still in existence, and he worked on it when in prison and in

* Lenin.   Collected Works, Russ. ed., Vol. V, p. 167.
** Lenin, Collected Works, Russ. ed, Vol. XXVffl, p. 338,